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The weather so far this summer has been kind to us, and all our gar-

dens are certainly showing their appreciation of the relatively warm, 

dry spring and the recent heat wave, sadly now over! 

The Stonehaugh Social Club AGM  of  25th June saw the formation of a new 
Committee.  Alan Hill was voted as Chairman and Ian Mckillop as Secretary.  

Carolyn Murray stood down as Treasurer and was thanked by the Committee.  

At the time of writing no Treasurer had been appointed.   

Many of you will probably have heard about the  Reindeer from Harelaw be-

ing chased out of their enclosure, and into the forest by vandals.  The full 

story can be found on pages 11 and 12. 

Plans are well under way for the Stonehaugh Summer Festival.  Details released so 

far are on page 4.  Please come along to the Greens Meeting on  16th July to find out 

the latest and how you could become involved. 

Having been presented with several infor-

mation leaflets this month I have  in-

cluded a special feature on what financial 
and practical help you could receive from 

various organisations who are helping in 

the community.  

Your Mobile Phone 

The Emergency services have come up 

with a useful and time saving idea in the 

event of you being taken ill or having an 

accident.  In your mobile phone list of 

contacts include the name ICE (in case of 

emergency)  then add your next of kin’s 
number or other emergency contact.   

Lions Message in a Bottle 

The Northumberland branch of Lions 

International have come up with a 

scheme to provide vital information for  

the emergency services should you suffer 

an accident or sudden illness in the home. 

The idea is that you  put all your medica-

tion details  and contact numbers inside a 
plastic container, available from doctor’s 

surgeries, Age Concern and Council   

Offices,  and place it  in your fridge.  A 

window sticker would let the emergency 

services know that you are part of the 

scheme. See pages 15 and 16 for more 

useful information. 

Help, Health and Safety 
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Forthcoming events in July 

2nd July —  Stonehaugh Allotment Society Meeting 8pm in 

Social Club 

8th July - Mobile Library Day 

11th July - Produce and Craft Market at Bellingham 
16th  July - Greens Meeting 8 pm in the Social Club, everyone   

welcome 
20th July  - Parish Council Meeting, Wark Town Hall 7pm 

29th July - Mobile Library Day 

July 2009 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  1 2 
SAS 

3 4 5 

6 7 8 
Mobile 

Library 

9 10 11 
 Market 

Bellingham 

12 

13 14 15 16 
Greens 

Meeting 

17 18 19 

20 
Parish 

Council 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 
Mobile 

Library 

30 31   
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The Stonehaugh Allotment Site 

Work is well and truly underway on the allotment site.  The land has been drained 
and levelled and is now almost ready for the protective fencing to be erected and the 

area marked out with the various plots. 

The land is now leased to the Allotment Society and does change the status of the 

area from being Parish Amenity Land to being  private Allotment Society Land. 

The bonfire site has been cleared to make way for allotments.  An alternative bonfire 

site is in the scheme but has not yet been created.  On this subject I have been asked 

to include the following email:- 

Disclaimer 

Please note that the contents of the above email are not the personal opinions or instructions of 

myself as compiler of the newsletter.  

Bleat  Corner 
 

Do you have a bleat, grouse or grumble 

you need to air?   
A Bleat Corner was suggested by a reader 

back in January.   
If you would like to risk giving a bleat corner a go, let me have your bleats 

for the next newsletter.  It only needs a  note through my  door, email or via 

Facebook. 

First Bleat (a mild one) 
Why do pheasants and rabbits insist on trying to commit suicide in 
front of my car on The Ward Lane?     
 

Through your newsletter, I would like to repeat what has already been 

mentioned previously many times, regarding the use of the bonfire. If 

people do take their rubbish across to the bonfire, would they please 

burn it immediately and remove any residual debris. Otherwise it is 

classed as fly-tipping, the same goes for the dumping of garden waste 

in huge mounds close to the bonfire.  

Anon Newsletter Reader 
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Stonehaugh  

Summer Festival Update 

2pm on Saturday 15th August.   

Attractions this year will include a Bouncy Inflat-
able Slide, Face Painting and T-shirt Painting.  
Coffee will be available from The Very Fresh    
Coffee Cart.  There will also be a Cake Stall, Tom-
bola, Raffle, a variety of stalls and very impor-

tantly, a Beer Tent. 

The Stonehaugh Derby will provide heaps of fun for the children and 

adults will be able to place their bets for the winner! 

A traditional Boggy Kart Competition will give the children a chance to 

show off and race their home-made kart (no pedals or engines). 

The festival will continue in to the evening with a Curry being served in 

the Social Club and live music provided by  The Scoundrels. 

Anyone wishing to hold their own stall is welcome to do so for a      

donation of £5 to The Greens. 

The Greens would also welcome any volunteers to help on stalls.  A 
Face Painter is needed and all offers of help of any sort will be grate-

fully received.   

Please come along to the Greens Meeting on 16th July to find 
out more about any of the above, or contact a member of the 

Greens Committee. 

New Bark for the Play Area 

Many thanks to all the people who turned out on Friday 

5th July to spread the new bark in the play area.  Your 

help was very much appreciated. 
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Pauline’s Graduation Day at The Sage, Gateshead. 

13th June 2009 

This photo says it all! 

 

Wanted 

Cuddly Soft Toys 

New or Near New, Clean Condition. 

This is your chance to get rid of  all of those soft toys that we all have 
stored away by the bag load in cupboards, under the bed, in the loft etc. 

Carol is collecting them for a fundraising stall at the Summer Fair 

8 Middleburn End, Stonehaugh 

Pauline’s full story was featured in the Hexham Courant on Friday 5th July! 

Once again well done Pauline! 

Coffee Morning 

Wark Town Hall 

Every Friday 

10 am to 12 Noon 

Coffee or Tea 

With  

Biscuits or Cake 

£1 

Congratulations 

To 

Christopher Bulman 

On Passing your  

final exams 

Christopher is now a fully 

qualified Electrician 

Well Done! 
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The New Community Hall 
and Social Club is now in 
its final stages of comple-
tion ready for opening 

within the next few weeks.   

The bar is being installed 
as each section becomes 
ready, and the bar base is 

already in place.  

There have been some delays caused, and greater expenditure, after 
the Health and Safety  people decided that the exits at the back of the 
building should be altered for disabled emergency exit and needed a 
decked area and ramp, with a hard surfaced path around to the road 
side. The builders are in the process of constructing the decking and 
ramps as required by Health and Safety regulations.   This must be 
completed before permission can be given for the building to open to 

the public. 

The Community Hall Trust has been able to provide funding for new 

tables and chairs for the bar area and these have been ordered.   

The Allotment Society are looking into the possibility of obtaining fund-
ing, as a separate project,  to carry out some basic landscaping and 

environmental enhancement around the hall and car parking area.  

At the AGM on 25th June, Social Club members voted, with reserva-
tions to accept the offer of a 5 year hire agreement, with terms to be 
negotiated.  The  whole project can now move forward after many 

months of uncertainty. 

Stonehaugh  
Community Hall and Social Club 

If anyone knows the whereabouts of the Gas Outdoor Patio 

Heater belonging to the social Club could you please let a 

member of the committee know.   
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Cancer Research Race for Life 

Allison Dennis will be running in The Race for Life in aid of 
Cancer Research at  Carlisle next Sunday 12th July 

 

PRODUCE & CRAFT MARKETS 

 

Saturday 11th July 2009 

Saturday 8th Aug 2009 
Sunday 13th Sept 2009 

Saturday 10th Oct 2009 

<><><><><><><><> 

FAMILY FUN DAY SEPT 13TH 
 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
CRAFT STALLS 

COMPETITIONS 
HOT & COLD REFRESHMENTS 

KIDS FAIR 
SPONSORED BY 
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General Information 
 

 

GYM 

Fully newly equipped gym with personal training programmes 

 

AEROBIC HALL 

(A variety of daytime & evening classes) 

 

BOXING MARTIAL ARTS ROOM 

Old Style Okinawan karate for both kids & adults 

 

OTHER FACILITIES 

Showers 

Table Tennis 

 

 MEMBERSHIP FEES (OPTIONAL) 

Up to 16 Years & Students £25.00 Adults £50.00  

(50% DISCOUNT DURING MAY 2009) 

 

GYM COSTS 

Up to 16 Years & Students £3.00 per Session or £20.00 for 10 Ses-

sions 

Adults £4.00 per Session or £30.00 for 10 Sessions 

(£5.00 for Non Members) 

  

CLASSES COST 

Up to 16 Years & Students £3.00 per Session or £20.00 for 10 Ses-

sions 

Adults £4.00 per Session or £30.00 for 10 Sessions 

 

KARATE COSTS 

£3.00 per Session or £10.00 per month 
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JULY 2009 PROGRAMME  

 

 

MONDAY  

6.30pm – 7.30pm STEP CIRCUIT 

A Step Aerobic Workout 

 

 TUESDAY  

 12.00pm – 1.00pm DISABLED WORKOUT 

Assisted exercise routines to meet individual needs 

6.00pm – 7.30pm ORIGINAL OKINAWAN KARATE 

 

WEDNESDAY  

  9.00am – 10.00am MORNING CIRCUIT TRAINING 

Mix of Aerobic, Cardiovascular & Weights for Fat Burning 

 

THURSDAY  

 12.00pm – 1.00pm DISABLED WORKOUT 

Assisted exercise routines to meet individual needs 

12.30pm – 1.30pm FITBALL 

Exercise class using the stability ball to improve core strength 

 

FRIDAY  

9.00am – 10.00am MORNING CIRCUIT TRAINING 

Mix of Aerobic, Cardiovascular & Weights for Fat Burning  

 

GYM OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Friday 

10.00am – 4.00pm & 6.00pm – 8.30pm 

(Friday Close At 8.00pm) 

 

Unit A, Foundry Yard, Bellingham, Hexham, 

Northumberland, NE48 2DA, Tel/Fax: 01434 221161  
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The One Stop Source For All Your Business & Social 

Needs 
 

 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES 

Events 
Planning & Implementation Of Social & Corporate Events Including All Supporting 

Requirements Such As Marquee Hire & Catering. 

Grants 
Sourcing, Application Support Through To Claiming Completion. 

Consultancy 
Business Evaluation, Assessment, Restructuring & Planning 

Web Design 
Design, Management, Hosting Including Self Manageable E-Commerce 

Multi-Media 
The Production Of Images For Use In Brochures, Promotional Movie For Web Or 

DVD, Training Media & Personal Occasions Such As Weddings, Including Video To 

DVD Conversion. 

Embroidery 
Bespoke Embroidery Including Sourcing Of Leisure & Corporate Wear 

 

Our local office is also available to anyone who wants to send an email/ fax, you 

can also use our other admin services such as typing, document scanning/copying, 

printing, laminating or simply browse the web. 
 

Should you have a requirement not listed please do not hesitate to contact us with 

your requirements as we will more than likely be in a position to help. 
 

OPEN MON – FRI 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM & 6.00 PM – 8.00PM 

Unit A, Foundry Yard, Bellingham, Northumberland, NE48 2DA 

Tel/Fax: 01434 221161 

 Web: www.teamworkuk.co.uk – Email: admin@teamworkuk.co.uk 
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Top Ten Jobs 

1. Check clematis for signs of clematis wilt 

2.  Place conservatory plants outside now that it is warm 

3.  Water tubs and new plants if dry, but be water-wise, and heed 

any hosepipe restrictions  

4.  Deadhead bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials, to 

ensure continuous flowering 

5.  Pick courgettes before they become marrows 

6.  Treat apple scab 

7. Clear algae, blanket weeds and debris from ponds, and keep 

them topped up 

8.  Order catalogues for next year’s spring-flowering bulbs 

9.  Give the lawn a quick-acting summer feed, especially if a spring 

feed was not done 

10.  Give woodwork a lick of paint or preserver, while the weather is 

dry 

 

 To find out more detailed information on what to do in July and for 

help on solving any garden problems log on to : 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/months/july.asp 

Local Allotmenteering advice can be found on:  www.wark.org.uk 

July in the Garden 
 RHS Advice  

Stonehaugh Website 
Our very own Stonehaugh website will be ready soon for residents and 

people living in the surrounding area.  Please let Jayne know if you have 

any  suggestions for what you would like included on the site.  All the 

back-dated copies of the Newsletter have been uploaded. 
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Four reindeer went missing from Harelaw on the 11th May, shortly  
after the Rally.  The reindeer were chased into the forest when some-
one broke in while the owners, Barbara and Lez Murdy were both at 

home.   

By the time they managed to get into the forest, as they didn‟t have a 

key for the forest gate,  the reindeer were miles away and out of sight.  

They were seen briefly going along the valley at Blackaburn  about a 

week to ten days afterwards. 

The Forestry Commission were quick to respond and organised a drive in-
volving about ten Rangers in the hope of finding them, but without success.  
They also suggested that if anyone knew the animals‟ exact whereabouts 
they would build a fence around the spot with a one-way gate where the rein-
deer could be tempted in with food.  Unfortunately, since then there have 
been no sightings. 

The reindeer were pets and would be unsuitable for the human food chain 
because of  many inoculations and medication which they have received. 

Topaz and Opal, two females, were bought as yearlings, wild and frightened.  
Barbara spent her time taming and training them.  They could be hand-fed 
and answered to their names. Last Christmas they delighted disabled chil-
dren at their school in Wallsend when they were taken to their Christmas 
Party.  Elderly patients at the Nursing Home in North Shields where Barbara 
works were also thrilled to see “Real Reindeer” last Christmas. 

Barbara has since bought a cow in calf, called Amber,  and brought a bull up 
on loan from the Midlands.  With the help of Topaz and Opal who were rela-
tively tame and friendly Barbara managed to tame  Amber.  Though the bull, 
Jasper was still fairly wild. 

All four reindeers were wearing head collars and ear  tags.  So could be   
easily recognised as being „owned‟ by someone.   

Reindeer are bigger than Roe Deer and smaller than Red Deer.  They have 
huge feet and the females would have antlers in full velvet.  They have a 
characteristic run with legs flying in all directions and heads held high, though 
they usually move by walking or in a trot.   

Have you seen any Reindeer in the Forest? 
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They would not normally venture into heavily  forested areas, preferring to 
walk on the outside of the dense trees.  Their antlers and big feet can result 
in them being clumsy in certain terrains.   

Opal has since returned home alone but without her ear tag and covered in 
ticks.  She is very traumatised and nervous and desperately needs the com-
pany of the other reindeer. 

Barbara is offering a re-
ward of £100 for the safe 
return of Topaz, Amber 
and Jasper and is even 
offering a £10 reward for 
information on a carcass.  
Please call her on 230333 
if you can help  in any 
way. 

Topaz and Opal in 
the snow earlier in 
the year. 

 

At this time of year the reindeer will look 
slightly bedraggled, shedding their winter 
coats 

 

 

Barbara and Lez would also like to thank The Forestry Commis-

sion for all their help so far. 
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Northumberland 

STARS 
Small Tasks and Repair Service 

FREE 

Handyperson Service for over 60s or disabled 

Examples of the work we will do 

¶ Replacing tap washer 

¶ Fixing curtain Rails 

¶ Replacing Light Bulbs 

¶ Replacing Smoke Detector Batteries 

¶ Hanging Curtains 

¶ Making Safe existing Floor Covering 

 

Phone today 01670 351135          In Tynedale 01670 858936 (Sue)

www.northumberlandstars.org.uk 

Help, Health and Safety in the Community 
Special Information Feature 

Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service 
 

Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service are offering to fit free smoke 

alarms and advise on the correct ways to prevent fire in the home. 

 

Contact:-   

Community Safety Academy,  

Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service,  

Loansdean,  

Morpeth,  

NE61 2ED;  

or telephone  Freephone 0800 7311351 

For helpful advice on fire safety, please see  

www.firekills.gov.uk 
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The Warm Front Team 

You could receive a Warm Front Grant of up to £3,500 towards insu-

lation and heating improvements. 

Warm Front is a government funded scheme which provides grants of up to £3,500 
towards insulation and heating improvements.  Some homes that need oil central 

heating may receive a grant of up to £6,500 

Warm Front Grants are for people who own their own home or rent it from a private 

landlord, are on certain benefits and 

¶ Have a child under 16, or are pregnant and have a maternity certificate 

MAT B1 

¶ Are aged 60 or over 

¶ Are disabled, or have a long-term illness 

The grant provides energy efficient advice, two energy efficient light bulbs and a 

combination of the following: 

Insulation improvements 

¶ Loft insulation 

¶ Draught proofing 

¶ Cavity wall insulation 

¶ Hot Water tank insulation 

Heating Improvements 

¶ Gas, electric or oil central heating 

¶ Repairs to your existing heating 

¶ Converting a solid-fuel open fire to a glass-fronted fire 

To find out if you qualify Call the Warm Front team free on 0800 316 2814 (please 

quote MK968).  Lines are open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm and Saturdays 

9am to 5pm 

Apply online at www.warmfront.co.uk 

CE Electric UK’s Priority Services 

Anyone with special needs can sign-up for the priority services register in the event 

of a power failure.  It is not just limited to people with special equipment powered 

by electricity.  You can also join if you are over 60; are seriously ill; are disabled or 

have disabled children at home; have sight or hearing difficulties. 

To order a leaflet please call free 0800 076 3850 

CE Electric UK, Freepost NEA1047, Houghton le Spring, DH4 7BR 
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Wark Parish Councillors 
Anne Hutchinson Tel: 230680 

Carol Madsen Tel: 230074 

 
Greens Secretary 

Paula Wright: Tel 230109 

 

Social Club Secretary 
Ian McKillop Tel:  

 

Gardening/Leek  Club Secretary 
Carolyn Murray Tel: 230473 

 

Stonehaugh Allotment Society 
Gary Mayhew Tel: 230444  

 

Stonehaugh Post Office 

Hours:  Monday and Thursday 9 till 3 
Anne Bulman :  Tel: 230624 

Members of the public are  invited 
to report problems with the  

following: - 

 Potholes 

Tel: 0808 10008910 

 Streetlight Failures  

Tel:  0800 085 0029  

With individual  lamp number. 

 

Other Problems  log on to : 

http://www.fixmystreet.com 

 

Stonehaugh Newsletter 
Stonehaughnews@btinternet.com 
Or just pop a note through my door 
for inclusion in the newsletter  : - 

 

Advertisements and Announcements NEEDED! 

These are  all free in the Stonehaugh Newsletter for residents.   

Business adverts are also welcome.  If you  wish to advertise your goods or services, 
or know of anyone who might, please tell them about the Stonehaugh Newsletter.   

Thanks to everyone for their  contributions in recent months.  Please keep them com-
ing, it is your newsletter!   

You, your friends and relatives can now receive the newsletter by email in PDF.  Free 
of charge.  All we need is your/their email  address.   

If you no longer wish to receive a copy of the newsletter just let us know 

Birthdays, Celebrations and Congratulations 

Please inform the newsletter if you wish to include a birthday or other greeting and 
celebration.  We love to  hear and share your good news too!  
DO IT NOW WHILE YOU REMEBER! 

Useful Contact Numbers 

8 Middleburn End  

Stonehaugh 

NE48 3DY 

Tel: 01434 230074 

Stonehaugh News is 

sponsored by 


