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It would appear that some ―kind 

person‖ has graciously donated 

an old cooker to the new Com-

munity Hall !  It was apparently 

dumped outside the hall after arriving in 

an unmarked, dirty, white pickup!  At the 
same time a pile of dry building sand, ear-

marked for use in future landscaping, mys-

teriously disappeared from the same site. 

If anyone knows anything about this or 
knows the person concerned would you 

kindly ask them to collect their cooker and 

return the missing sand ! 

Coffee Morning 

Wark Town Hall 

Every Friday 

10 am to 12 Noon 

Coffee or Tea 

With  

Biscuits or Cake 

£1 

 

Mobile Library times to change 
 

Notice advising of changes – i.e. cuts .  
  

At Stonehaugh this will start from Wednesday 6th May and 
cover will switch to a 3 weekly cycle as follows: - 
 

 Willowbog         14.40 to 14.50 

 Middleburn        15.00 to 15.10 
 East Whygate    15.20 to 15.30 

 Harelaw             15.35 to 15.45 

 Stonehaugh       15.55 to 16.25 

 Hetherington      16.35 to 16.45 
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Forthcoming events in May 

4th May —  May Day bank Holiday 

7th May —  Allotment Society Meeting 8pm in the Social Club 

9th May - Produce and Craft Market at Bellingham 

13th May -  Meeting of the Community Hall Trust   
18th May  - Wark Parish Council Meeting 7pm Wark Town Hall 

21st May - Green’s Meeting 8 pm in the Social Club 

  

 

May 2009 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 
May Day 

BH 

5 6 7 
SAS 

8 9 
Bellingham  

Market 

10 

11 12 13 
CHT 

 Meeting 
 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 
 

21 

Greens 
Meeting 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Easter Sunday at Stonehaugh 

The Duck Race 

We had a fantastic turn out with some very imaginative and humorous 

ducks on display.  Thanks to Moira and Ant for wading in with their   

wellies and nets. 

 

 

 

 

The Easter Competitions 

All the children and adults must have worked very hard this year because 

the competition entries were of a very high standard, making judging ex-

tremely difficult as usual!  The winners were as follows :- 

Decorated Egg ages 0 - 5  1st Amber, 2nd Alice 
Decorated Egg ages 6 - 9, 1st Ant, 2nd Rosie 

Decorated Egg ages 10 - 14, 1st Alex, 2nd Rowan 

Decorated Egg Adult, 1st Gary, 2nd Paula 

Easter Card,1st Harry, 2nd Hannah 
Easter Cake, 1st Jan, 2nd Hannah 

Easter Bonnet, 1st Amy, 2nd Ant. 

A big thank you to Steve Hill and Ant Wright for the food. The home made sau-

sages and burgers were so popular that we’ve had requests for more!  Let’s hope 

the boys will offer their services again for future events.  

Paula 

The Winning Duck 

Well done to Harry for best 

invented duck and  Nathan 
Barnes for first handmade 

duck to cross the line! 

Lining up for the duck race with  handmade ducks! 
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St. George’s Day Pie Making Competition 
This event was organised after we received lots of requests to do something in 

the club to mark St. George’s Day. 

Paula 

The Winning Pie! 

Dominique walked away with the 
title of Pie Maker General when 

she received the most votes.  

Well done Dominique.  I’m sure 
Steve will get over his loss   

eventually! 

We had a grand total of 

14 pies entered on the 

night and there were some 

fantastic recipes. 

Some of the judges tucking 

in to the delicious pies! 

 The night was so     

successful that we plan 

to make this an annual 

event. 

Many thanks to Paula and Ant for   

organising this enjoyable evening!  

They would like to thank everyone 

who entered and supported the 

event! 
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Belated Happy 18th Birthday  

to Daniel Murray on 27th April! 

 

As most of you will have noticed work has begun on the new allotment 
site. We anticipate this should take only a few days and apologise for 

any disruption or annoyance it may cause. 

The little bridges over the newly cleared drain will initially be replaced 
by railway sleepers. There is a plan to apply for funding to construct 
purpose built, attractive wooden bridges; whether there will be any 

pots of money available however, we will have to wait and see. 

The bonfire site has been cleared of the metal lying on the ground 
which will be disposed of at the town dump [ Household Waste and 

Recovery Resource Recycling Centre ] 

In future the only things to be burnt should be small amounts of gar-
den waste and wooden items There  is ample space for a bonfire be-
tween its present site and the football pitch. We plan on laying a new 
stone bonfire base  as work on the whole site proceeds, and there are 

also plans to lay a proper hogging path to the bonfire. 

The 20m x 70m area between the allotments and the back lane will be 
planted with a variety of native species to attract wildlife and help 
screen the allotments from view.  Anyone interested in offering ideas 
or help for the Green Zone (including coming up with a catchier name) 

should contact Tim as he is co-ordinating its inception. 

If anyone is interested in offering help (or cash) or would like an allot-
ment  (I believe there are one or two plots still available), please come 
to one of the meetings held on the first Thursday of each month, in the 

club at 8pm.   

Gary Mayhew 

Work Starts on the Allotments ! 

Helmeted Guinea Fowl 
See page 14 for information! 
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Leek Club Draw Winners 

 

March:  Congratulations to  

Helen Dixon and Mike Barnes 

April: Congratulations to  

Jill Murray and Steve Hill 

Congratulations once again to Pauline! 

Pauline will be presented with an Adult Learners’ Award at  
 Bishop Auckland Castle on 11th May.  This is added to her other 

achievements of a Degree (B.Sc.) and  the Sir John Daniel 
Award  mentioned last month. 

Village Green Areas - Grass Cutting 

Following on from the above meeting on Thursday 9th April, the Parish 
Council would like to thank Thomas Hogg and Jimmy Potts for attend-

ing to the fallen trees, low branches and the bracken which was invading 

the Village Green Area at Middleburn End. 

Summer Bus Trip to  
ôThe Forbidden Cornerõ.  

 
We are planning a bus trip to the Forbidden Corner in August. 
We need numbers before booking and have put a notice up in 
the club, if you would like to reserve a place please put your 
name down or contact Paula or Jan. It will cost £8 per adult and 
£7 per child to get into the Forbidden Corner. For more informa-
tion about this day out visit www.theforbiddencorner.co.uk .  

 

Thanks, Paula 

http://www.theforbiddencorner.co.uk
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Important General Meeting 

At 
Stonehaugh Social Club 

 

 Wednesday 13th May at 8 pm Prompt 

Discussion Topics 

 Social Club  and Community Hall Trust       
Agreement 

 Question & Answer Session  for Hall build, 
use and maintenance 

 Ideas Submission Forum for Hall use and 
hire 

__________________________________ 

 

Before the meeting, from 7.30 onwards members of 
the Parish Council will be available to listen to any 
issues you wish to raise regarding general village 
matters.  Suggestions include; the bonfire site, Por-

taloo and the draining of the football/sports field 

Please contact Carol Madsen, Anne Hutchinson or Parish 
Clerk to have other items added to the agenda, as soon as 

possible. Time will be very limited on the night. 

Please note that the Parish Meeting advertised in last monthôs 

newsletter for Thursday 14thMay is now cancelled. 
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General Information 
 

 

GYM 

Fully newly equipped gym with personal training programmes 

 

AEROBIC HALL 

(A variety of daytime & evening classes) 

 

BOXING MARTIAL ARTS ROOM 

Old Style Okinawan karate for both kids & adults 

 

OTHER FACILITIES 

Showers 

Table Tennis 

 

 MEMBERSHIP FEES (OPTIONAL) 

Up to 16 Years & Students £25.00 Adults £50.00  

(50% DISCOUNT DURING MAY 2009) 

 

GYM COSTS 

Up to 16 Years & Students £3.00 per Session or £20.00 for 10 Ses-

sions 

Adults £4.00 per Session or £30.00 for 10 Sessions 

(£5.00 for Non Members) 

  

CLASSES COST 

Up to 16 Years & Students £3.00 per Session or £20.00 for 10 Ses-

sions 

Adults £4.00 per Session or £30.00 for 10 Sessions 

 

KARATE COSTS 

£3.00 per Session or £10.00 per month 
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MONDAY  

6.30pm – 7.30pm STEP CIRCUIT 

A Step Aerobic Workout 

 

 TUESDAY  

 12.00pm – 1.00pm DISABLED WORKOUT 

Assisted exercise routines to meet individual needs 

6.00pm – 7.30pm ORIGINAL OKINAWAN KARATE 

 

WEDNESDAY  

  9.00am – 10.00am MORNING CIRCUIT TRAINING 

Mix of Aerobic, Cardiovascular & Weights for Fat Burning 

 

THURSDAY  

 12.00pm – 1.00pm DISABLED WORKOUT 

Assisted exercise routines to meet individual needs 

12.30pm – 1.30pm FITBALL 

Exercise class using the stability ball to improve core strength 

 

FRIDAY  

9.00am – 10.00am MORNING CIRCUIT TRAINING 

Mix of Aerobic, Cardiovascular & Weights for Fat Burning  

 

GYM OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Friday 

10.00am – 4.00pm & 6.00pm – 8.30pm 

(Friday Close At 8.00pm) 

 

Unit A, Foundry Yard, Bellingham, Hexham, 

Northumberland, NE48 2DA, Tel/Fax: 01434 221161  

 

MAY 2009 PROGRAMME  
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Contact Numbers 

Margit Stoksted  230629 
Mote View 
Pauline Rawe        230341 

Brookleigh 

Fransje Samson  230605 
3 Hexham Road 
Anne Moore           230015 

5 North Terrace 
 

Wark History Group needs your support for a fantastic venture in 
June.  As part of their research into village life, they found that shops 
and trade were thriving for centuries.  Many houses in the village were 
once locations for butchers, bakers, cobblers, drapers, chemists and 
banks.  We are hoping to recreate several shop window displays as 

they would have appeared around 1900. 

Light refreshments will be served throughout the day in the Town Hall, 
where there will also be an exhibition full of information about the 

bridge, the railway and an archive of photos. 

Wark First School are taking a very active part setting up passing 
trades on the green, where other items relating to transport and agri-

culture may be displayed. 

We hope those who really want to get into the spirit will dress up for 

the occasion! 

We would love to hear from you if you have any items which 

could be on display in a shop window, such as :- 

Bills, receipts, Documents, Clothing, Furniture 

Or anything relating to the following shops and trades:- 

Post Office, Butcher, Baker, Draper, China, Apothecary, Blacksmith, 

Cobbler, Joiner, Photographer 

The event will be advertised locally, in the Hexham Courant and 
The Journal.  We hope that it will attract people from the immedi-

ate area and further afield 

Don’t forget to put the date in your diary and invite your friends and 

family for a fascinating and fun day! 

Wark’s Yesteryears 

13th June 2009 

10 am - 4.00 pm 
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The growing season is well and truly underway now.  RHS Gardening advice is too 

detailed and lengthy to include in the space provided  so here are the top ten  jobs for 

May. 

Top 10 jobs  

1. Watch out for late frosts. Protect tender plants 

2. Earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still remaining 

3. Plant out summer bedding at the end of the month (except in cold ar-

eas)  

4. Collect rainwater and investigate ways to recycle water for irrigation 

5. Regularly hoe off weeds 

6. Open greenhouse vents and doors on warm days 

7. Mow lawns weekly.  

8. Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges 

9. Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other spring-

flowering bulbs 

10. Watch out for viburnum beetle grubs 

If you want to know more log on to  

http://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/months/may.asp 

Local Allotmenteering advice can be found on:  www.wark.org.uk 

May in the Garden 
 RHS Advice  

Stonehaugh Gardening Club 
There was certainly an air of optimism at the meeting of the Stonehaugh Gar-

dening Club on Thursday 30th April, with everyone convinced that this 

year’s  summer weather would be considerably more favourable to growing 
than last year’s disaster!  A good turnout of people  discussed classes and 

schedules for September’s Leek Show. 
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The One Stop Source For All Your Business & Social 

Needs 
 

 

SUMMARY OF SERVICES 

Events 
Planning & Implementation Of Social & Corporate Events Including All Supporting 

Requirements Such As Marquee Hire & Catering. 

Grants 
Sourcing, Application Support Through To Claiming Completion. 

Consultancy 
Business Evaluation, Assessment, Restructuring & Planning 

Web Design 
Design, Management, Hosting Including Self Manageable E-Commerce 

Multi-Media 
The Production Of Images For Use In Brochures, Promotional Movie For Web Or 

DVD, Training Media & Personal Occasions Such As Weddings, Including Video To 

DVD Conversion. 

Embroidery 
Bespoke Embroidery Including Sourcing Of Leisure & Corporate Wear 

 

Our local office is also available to anyone who wants to send an email/ fax, you 

can also use our other admin services such as typing, document scanning/copying, 

printing, laminating or simply browse the web. 
 

Should you have a requirement not listed please do not hesitate to contact us with 

your requirements as we will more than likely be in a position to help. 
 

OPEN MON – FRI 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM & 6.00 PM – 8.00PM 

Unit A, Foundry Yard, Bellingham, Northumberland, NE48 2DA 

Tel/Fax: 01434 221161 

 Web: www.teamworkuk.co.uk – Email: admin@teamworkuk.co.uk 
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PRODUCE & CRAFT MARKETS 
Saturday 9th May 2009 

Saturday 13th June 2009 

Saturday 11th July 2009 

Saturday 8th Aug 2009 

Sunday 13th Sept 2009 

Saturday 10th Oct 2009 

<><><><><><><><> 

SUMMER PARTY JUNE 20TH 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

CRAFT STALLS 

COMPETITIONS 

HOT & COLD REFRESHMENTS 

EVENING DANCE/BBQ 

<><><><><><><><> 

FAMILY FUN DAY SEPT 13TH 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

CRAFT STALLS 

COMPETITIONS 

HOT & COLD REFRESHMENTS 

KIDS FAIR 

SPONSORED BY 

 

 

 

Would you like to come to the Over 50s 

Lunch Club 
Thursdays, 12 pm - 2pm in the Community Room at  

Bellingham Middle School 
The Session starts with a delicious two course meal for £2.59 followed by    

various activities, tea or coffee. 

Transport is provided 
For a free programme or if you would like to join us, please contact              

Lesley  Allen, 01434 220714 
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Helmeted Guinea Fowl 

Graham, 1 Middleburn End. 

These Guinea Fowl are native to Kenya and are popular in the United 
States.  They are bred for their meat, eggs and the ability to eat ticks, 
mosquitoes and all sorts of creepy crawlies.  They can run very fast 
and fly a great distance  as they have powerful wings with  about a 

one metre span.  They are quite friendly and will not attack people. 

You may hear their shrieking alarm around the village or the call of 
come-back, come-back from the females.  If you see them in your gar-
den, scare them away and don’t feed them as they will come back.  

They mainly eat bugs but they will dig up young plants if not stopped. 

They are kept indoors during the night and let out about 10.00 a.m. so 
no noise should be heard during the night.  I will encourage them into 

Roger’s Field where ticks and midges are plentiful. 

At present I have nine but hope for more in the future. 

I am so grateful for the kindness shown after my recent accident with 
the gate.  Thank you to Annette for rescuing me, to Moira and Albert 
for rescuing the car.  To Tasha and Rachel for making sure that     
Amber got to and from the bus safely and for all of the offers to help 

should I need anything.   Cheers to you all!   

I have searched for what seems forever to find a community life for me 
and my family and since I moved here I have been overwhelmed by 

the generosity of so many spirited people - THANK YOU x 

On a more serious note I must apologise for the obscene chalk draw-
ings my friend’s boy did on the road.  We'd been messing at my house 
and he got a bit carried away.  I had already instructed him to remove 
them but had not realised that he'd gone further.  He was given a 
good dressing down by Ant and his mother and removed the offending 
articles immediately.  I am truly sorry as is Rory and his mum if this 
offended anyone.  His new nicknames will be punishment enough I 

think! 

Stacey  

A very Special Community 
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Advertisements and Announcements  

These are  all free in the Stonehaugh Newsletter for residents.   

Business adverts are also welcome.  If you  wish to advertise your goods or 
services, or know of anyone who might, please tell them about the Stone-

haugh Newsletter.   

Thanks to everyone for their  contributions in recent months.  Please keep 

them coming, it is your newsletter!   

If you no longer wish to receive a copy of the newsletter just let us know. 

You can now receive the newsletter by email in PDF.  All we need is your 

email  address.   

Birthdays 

Occasionally, birthdays are  extracted from previous years’ editions but this 

is not always possible.  Please inform the newsletter if you wish to guarantee 

inclusion of a birthday or other greeting and celebration. 

DISCLAIMER  

I  would like to point out that any  reference to seemingly controversial issues   

are at the request of village residents, the Parish Council, The Greens, the 

grass cutter and so on and are not the personal opinions of myself as compiler 

of the newsletter. 

I have  attempted at all times to be objective when giving facts and informa-

tion in an attempt to help promote community activities, co-operation, under-

standing and most importantly, involvement  for all. 

I encourage input from you the residents to raise any points of interest or  

issues of concern.  However, I  cannot accept responsibility for any offence 
caused by other people’s contributions in the form of complaints, letters, 

opinions aired, issues needing to be addressed, etc.  

Carol Madsen 

 

Thought for the Day (Anon) 

Heaven and Hell are full of indispensible people 
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Wark Parish Councillors 
Anne Hutchinson Tel: 230680 

Carol Madsen Tel: 230074 

 
Greens Secretary 

Brenda Murray: Tel 230447 

 

Social Club Secretary 
Albert Alderson Tel: 230125 

 

Gardening/Leek  Club Secretary 
Carolyn Murray Tel: 230473 

 

Stonehaugh Allotment Society 
Gary Mayhew Tel: 230444  

Stonehaugh Post Office 
Hours:  Monday and Thursday 9 till 3 

Anne Bulman :  230624 

 
Members of the public are  invited 
to report problems with the  
following: - 

 

 Potholes 

Tel: 0808 10008910 

 Streetlight Failures  

Tel:  0800 085 0029  

With individual  lamp number. 

 

Other Problems  log on to : 

http://www.fixmystreet.com 

Stonehaugh Newsletter  

8 Middleburn End  

Stonehaugh 

NE48 3DY 

Phone: 01434 230074 

Email: carol.madsen@btinternet.com 

Or just pop a note through my door for 
inclusion in the newsletter  

Useful Contact Numbers 

Race For Life 
Anne Bulman will be entering the Race For Life on Sunday 17th 

May, as one of the three thousand women who will be raising 

funds for Cancer Research.  Anne would welcome any sponsors to 

raise as much money as possible for this deserving cause ! 

The Stonehaugh Newsletter is now 

sponsored by 


