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Informing, Including, Involving

The Warks Burn in flood covering the picnic site
Photo: Ant Wright.

Phenomenal Flood

On Friday 10th October, Stonehaugh experienced a phenomena! The
heavens opened and it rained down like stair rods. Travelling down
the Ward Lane, the rain eased and had more or less stopped by
Simonburn. The people of Humshaugh and Hexham were basking in
sunshine, yet the rain continued all day at Stonehaugh and by tea-time
the Warks Burn and Middleburn were raging torrents, the worst in
living memory. The picnic site and Roger’s Field were underwater and
caused quite a stir with residents taking photographs and marvelling
at the sight of a lake and floating picnic tables where there is normally
a grassy picnic site. It's a good job that the Portaloo was up on the hilll
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
* 5th November — Bonfire and Fireworks Display at Stonehaugh.
The bonfire will be lit at 6:30 pm Fireworks at 7 pm.

* 6th November — SAS Meeting 8 pm in Social Club. Everyone wel-
come to discuss progress on the Stonehaugh Allotments. All resi-
dents views are welcome.

* 17th November — Wark Parish Council Meeting 7 pm at Wark
Town Hall. All members of the public are welcome to attend.

» 20th November — Greens Meeting. 8 pm in the Social Club. Every-
one is welcome to discuss village matters.

* 7th December — Stonehaugh Annual Craft Fair

* 14th December — Christingle Service in the Social Club at 6.30 pm
* 18th December — Bottle Bingo 8 pm in the Social Club

* 21st December — Village Christmas Party starting at 4 pm
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News from the Greens
The Greens met on 16th October.

The Ramblers Tea on the 20th August raised £61. Many thanks go to
Brenda, Moira, Alan, Albert, David and Carolyn for helping on the day.

Bonfire Night. The bonfire will be lit at 6.30 pm
with Fireworks at 7 pm. Ant will be serving hot
chocolate to keep out the cold, and afterwards in
the Social Club there will be Big Banger
Sausages for the kids and Hot Beef Stotties for
the adults. All proceeds will go towards the Village
Christmas Party.

The Craft Fair will take place on 7th December and so far the stalls will
include, Jewellery, Phoenix Cards, Hand Painted Glassware and
possibly Wood Turned items, though this is to be confirmed. Anyone
interested in taking a stall please inform Brenda as soon as possible to
ensure a table. The event is listed on the Tynedale Events Website and
a good deal of interest has been shown already by prospective stall
holders.

The Christingle Service is scheduled for Sunday 14th December at
6.30 pm. Reverend Thompson will be supported by a guest speaker,
Bar Nash Williams.

Bottle Bingo_ will take place on the Thursday before Christmas that
being 18th December at 8 pm. Come along and win your Christmas
drinks enjoying a relaxing atmosphere in the run up to Christmas.

Christmas Party

The Greens were keen to emphasise the Christmas Party this year as
the Village Christmas Party, meaning that everyone, child and adult,
boy and girl, young and old should be included! The festivities will start
at 4 pm on Sunday 21st December, with games for the younger children
and of course a visit from the man himself, Santa Claus. The party will
then continue through the evening to include everyone. With The New
Community Hall expected to be open it should be quite a celebration!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

NEWS FROM THE MEETING HELD AT STONEHAUGH ON
WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER

The Parish Council which normally meets on the third Monday of alternate
months at Wark Town Hall called an extra meeting in October, held at Stone-
haugh Social Club to discuss several issues specifically concerning Stone-
haugh.

Speeding

PC Stuart Kilby was in attendance to discuss once again the issue of speeding
and the grave concern that some parents have for the safety of their children. A
request for signage on the approach to the village and other possible action will
once again be put to Northumberland County Council.

Back Lanes

The Parish Council will be arranging the delivery of hoggin to fill in the pot-
holes along the south back lane, which is owned by the Parish Council.
Volunteers will be needed to carry out this remedial work when the material is
delivered.

Village Skip
A skip will be organised as requested by some residents, though the need has
diminished to a certain extent with recycling facilities now being provided.

Brown Wheelie Bins

The Parish Council has enquired into the provision of Brown Wheelie bins for
garden and green waste and unfortunately these will not be provided in
Stonehaugh by Tynedale Council in the foreseeable future.

Parking on Pavements

The Council has received complaints about cars being parked on the pavements
forcing pedestrians to walk on the road. Parking on pavements is an offence, if
causing danger to pedestrians, pushchairs and wheelchair users.

Allotment Site

After discussion and re-assurance that the allotments will be neat, tidy, with no
livestock, and will in fact enhance the area in question, it was agreed that the
proposed development go ahead with the changes to original plans agreed.

Amenity Land
Plans of the village were available for residents to identify exactly which areas
of land were their own responsibility and which areas were owned by the Par-
ish Council following concern by many residents at the untidy state of the
back lanes, particularly on the north side of the village.
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Bonfire Site

A lengthy discussion took place about the bonfire site. It was agreed to allow the
burning of safe, non-toxic but fully combustible rubbish to continue. However it
will be necessary to move the site when work on the allotments begins.
Everyone will be responsible for removing residual debris such as metal, glass
etc. for the safety of children, pets and wildlife.

Grass Cutting

Given the exceptionally wet and miserable weather this summer the green areas
are not looking their best. Due to the ground being waterlogged, grass-cutting
has been impossible for long periods throughout the summer.

Dead Trees

It appears that some of the trees along Kern Green have died. The trees are the
responsibility of the individual home owners but the Parish Council will look into
the possibility of having them removed if required.

Mid-Tyne Community Trust
Are you a Carer?
Do you know a Carer?

Do you assist a Family Member or neighbour in anyway?
Do you know anyone who does or anyone who needs help?

Join us at WARK TOWN HALL
On Monday 10th November
1.30pm --3.30pm

Refreshments and information available.
Advice and guidance.
Or just meet others who CARE.

In attendance
Northumberland Care Trust
Northumberland Carers
Age Concern
Northumberland Home improvement Agency.

Interested then just turn up -
Or call 01434 672816 or 230180.
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During the last 12 months, we have visited 10 eating
establishments. Here are our top five.

1. The Otterburn Tower, Otterburn.
This was by far the out-and-out winner. It has a wonderful historic setting
and offers great service and a high standard of cuisine (all apparently fresh
local produce in recipes that date back to the Normans as well as modern
fusion cuisine). Its delightful drawing room is a wonderful place to relax
with a before or after-dinner drink.

2. The General Havelock, Haydon Bridge
This restaurant offers a very relaxed atmosphere. It has quite unusual
decor in the bar where amuses-bouches are served as you browse the
menu which is a very nice touch. Then you are escorted through to the
stunning banquet-style dining room which has you wondering whether
Henry VIII himself is about to walk in. The waiting staff gives an efficient
and discreet service of modern and traditional British dishes.

3. Le Bouchon, Hexham.
This is a remarkably stylish French bistro. The welcome is friendly yet
confident and the vibrant atmosphere makes it an exciting place to have
dinner. Readers of the Courant last month may have noticed that the
owner and maitre d hétel, Gregory Bu
restaurant an entry in the Good Food Guide which is well deserved and
good for Hexham. Tress Bon!

4, The Barrasford Arms, Barrasford
Fans of the country pub setting will like this one. It, too, is listed in the
Good Food Guide which is not surprising given its delightful, friendly and
tasty dining experience.

5. ¢KS vdzSSyQa | SIRZ DNBIFG 2KAGGAY 3T
This was always going to be one of our favourites. It has a great, classy
setting. The restaurant itself feels quite large and offers great, professional
service. Its beautifully laid tables and traditional fayre go well together.
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Tesco delivery driver sues customer after twisting his ankle on
driveway (and so went the headline in August.)

A Tesco delivery driver is suing one of the supermarket's customers
after injuring an ankle while dropping off groceries at his home. Three
months after the incident the homeowner received a solicitor's letter in-
forming him the delivery driver was claiming damages after injuring his
ankle on a 'sunken' section of driveway.

A letter from the driveros | awyer

stepped out of the van near the gate. It continued: "The reason why we
are alleging fault is that you failed to maintain the driveway and caused
or permitted areas of the driveway immediately in front of the gate to
sink and form a depression within the driveway into which our client
has stepped and which has caused his injury.’

He was said to be in breach of Section 2 of the Occupiers Liability Act
1957.

The homeowner has been forced to hire solicitors to handle the claim
and faces the prospect of paying out an unspecified compensation sum
to the supermarket worker or paying higher insurance premiums if he
passes on the claim to his insurance company.

The above news item reported in the press in August seems appropriate
after the Parish Council were establishing ownership of land and
boundaries at the Meeting in Stonehaugh on 23rd October.

It seems we are all liable for injury occurring on our property and land,
under Occupiers Liability Acts of 1957 and 1984. (Even trespassers un-
der the 1984 Act). We can not be prosecuted for injury but we can be
sued in civil courts.

Your liability towards people who are not your visitors

The Occupiers6é Liability Act 1984
people you have not invited or permitted to be on your land, such as
trespassers. Where these criteria apply, you have to take reasonable care that
people do not suffer injury on your land. You may be able to discharge

this duty of care by warning people about a danger (eg. with a notice)

but this may not always be enough. For example, some extra

precautions may be needed if you believe unsupervised children are
likely to use your land.

In the current climate of compensation culture, we should perhaps all be
aware of our responsibility regarding what is left lying in the back lanes.
A full and easy to understand explanation can be found on the Natural
England website.
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WEBB IVORY CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING

Many thanks to everyone who is supporting this fundraising effort for
the benefit of the New Community Hall. Orders can still be placed. If
you wish to order please drop your catalogue in to 8 Middleburn End,
(just pop it through the door if no-one is in) as it is difficult to catch peo-
ple at home when collecting door to door, though we will keep trying!

Thanks go also to Roses Bower and The Old School House for their
generous cash donations to the Webb Ivory funds.

Up to 25% of your order goes directly to Stonehaugh Community Hall with
possible match funding from GONE

BONFIRE NIGHT
RHYME

Remember, remember the fifth of November
Gunpowder, treason and plot.
| see no reason, why gunpowder treason

Should ever be forgot

This Guy Fawkes, guy, twas his intent
To blow up King and Parliament.
Three score barrels were laid below

To prove old Englandés overth

By Godbés mercy he was catcho
With a darkened lantern and burning match.
So, holler boys, holler boys, Let the bells ring.
Holler boys, holler boys, God save the King!

And what shall we do with him?
Burn him!
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\5, November in the Garden W .
W\ RHS Gardening Advice **°
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Top 10 jobs

1. Clear up fallen leaves - especially from lawns, ponds and beds
2. Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging

Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year

Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

Plant out winter bedding

o o M~ w

Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem

~

Insulate the greenhouse from frost - bubblewrap works well

Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around
the trunks

9. Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden

10.  Use a seasonal bonfire - where this is allowed - to dispose of ex-
cess debris unfit for composting

To find out more in detail log on to
http://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/months/nov.asp
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations Congratulations
Daniel Murray
Ryan Jones On passing your driving test!
After 28 weeks of Army Train- Well Done!

ing at Catterick, Ryan will be

accepted into the Regular Happy Birthday
Army, The Northumberland Ryan Mallaburn,
Fusiliers, at a Passing Out 21 on 21st November.
Parade on 13th November.

Good Luck for the future.

()
Story of the Jack-O-Lantern 'A' \

According to an Irish legend, Jack-O-Lanterns v

were named after a man named Jack, who could '

not enter heaven when he died because he was a

miser. He could not enter hell either because he had played jokes on the
devil. So instead he had to walk the earth with his lantern until Judge-
ment Day. In the original story his lantern was a carved out potato.

Stonehaughodés Hall oween

The Halloween Party was a resounding success and a very enjoyable

evening. There were games and food for the children, a specially pre-

pared dish for the adults, and great prizes for the costumes and pumpkin

lanterns. The decorations were outstanding creating just the right mood

to frighten all evil spirits away from Stonehaugh!

Rachel won the prize for best pumpkin lantern.

Sam won the prize for best childébés co
Best adult male costume was won by David Alderson, and Julie Woods

won best adult female costume. The standard was so high that judging

them was impossible. Every single costume deserved a prize!

Well done to everyone who helped with this well planned and very well
organised evening of fun for people of all ages. Over £100 was raised to
go towards the next family/village event!
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Progress on The Stonehaugh Community Hall

Work on the Community Hall is progressing well.

Building works are on schedule and Phase 2 should be completed by the end of
December. NEDL are to commence work on 3rd November to connect elec-
tricity and the water supply is expected to be connected at around the same
time.

Funding

The financial situation is looking good with more funding having been obtained
and more in the pipeline, to complete the Community Hall by the end of the
year.

Government Office North East (GONE) have agreed to extend the completion
date from the end of October to the end of December 2008, and will match fund
any other income found for Phase 2.

£10,000 has been secured from Willan Trust (Community Foundation) and will
be matched by GONE, bringing this to £20,000, and a £70,000 grant has just
been promised from Tynedale Council.

Other bids are in place and are expected to be approved, being well supported
by the relevant people.

It appears at last, that the many years of hard work, dedication,
determination and some heartbreak by Community Trust Members
past and present, is finally to reach fruition!

August Leek Draw

Winners
Congratulations

to
Phil Biggs and Tot Hutchinson
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Phone: 01434 230074

Stonehaugh Newsletter Email: carol. madsen@btinternet.com
8 Middle Burn End Or just pop a note through my door for inclusion in
Stonehaugh the newsletter
NE48 3DY
Useful Contact Numbe What 6s on in Tynec
Wark Parish Councillors 7th to 9th November

Anne Hutchinson Tel: 230680  Tyne Tour Canoe Rally, Tyne Green, Hexham

Carol Madsen Tel: 230074 8th November
Hexham Farmer déds Mar ket

Greens Secretary 8th November o

Brenda Murray: Tel 230447 Guy Fawkes Night. Bonfire lit at 6.15 pm,
Fireworks at 7 pm. Sele Park Hexham.

Social Club Secretary 8th to 16th November _

Albert Alderson Tel: 230125 Northumberland Lights. A magical walk,
Lakeside Way, Kielder. 4:30 to 8:10 pm

Gardening/Leek Club Secretary 15th November

Carolyn Murray Tel: 230473 Christmas Food and Craft Fair, Masonic Hall,
Haltwhistle

Members of the public are in-  21st and 22nd November

vited to report problems with ~ Swan Lake, Queens Hall, Hexham.

the following: 22nd November to 21st December
Winter Wonderland, Leaplish Park, Kielder.
Potholes £25, booking essential.
Tel: 0808 10008910 Tel: 0845 155 1553
Streetlight Failures 28th November
Tel: 0800 085 0029 Christmas Crafts, Haltwhistle Swimming and

With individual lamp number  Leisure Centre. 3 pmto 7 pm.
28th November

Christmas Lights Switch On. 4:30 pm, Sele
Joke of the month Park, Hexharﬂ] P

Knock! Knock! . o )
~ or mor e I n 0. a out w
Who 6 s There? edale Website.
Sonya! g
Sonya who? THANK )/ YOU
Sonya shoes and its

stinking the place out! For Picking it UP!



