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September and
October News at
Stonehaugh

This summer has to have been one of
the wettest, dullest on record.

Stonehaugh Gardening Club

The Leek Show went ahead as planned
on a very wet and dismal day but there
were far fewer entries than normal.
Given the weather conditions this sum-
mer it is a wonder there were any entries
at all. The constant, torrential rain and
mizzle when it wasn’t raining, should
have been enough to wash everything
out of the ground. Several people com-
plained that their runner beans had only
just started to flower, tomatoes were
green due to lack of sunshine and gar-
den flowers were soggy and sad!

However some leeks did survive and
indeed thrive! Mark French of Lady
Hill is the new champion, winning first
prize for his huge leek. Congratulations
go to Mark. Perhaps it didn’t rain quite
so much at Lady Hill!

Kathy Faichen won the trophies in both
the domestic section for her cookery
and the flower section for her lovely
flower displays. Well done Kathy!

Stonehaugh Summer Fun Day

Unfortunately the Summer Fun Day had
to be cancelled due the field being wa-
terlogged.

The summer fun day is usually an im-
portant source of income for the Village
Greens so the cancellation was regretta-
ble but unavoidable this year.

Stonehaugh Community Hall

Work has recommenced on the New
Community Hall and the Committee are
optimistic that the new hall may be open
for business by the end of the year.

Grants and other financial support have
been obtained to enable completion of
the hall to basic standards. Some of the
proposed projects have had to be
shelved for the time being, but can
hopefully be completed when funds
become available in the future. In the
mean time, any efforts in the way of
fundraising for the hall, may qualify for
match funding from one of the funding
bodies.

When the builders move out the interior
designers can move in but money and
volunteer labour is needed.

Webb Ivory Christmas Catalogue

The fundraising catalogues have been
distributed. Thank you to all the people
have placed their orders already. | will
call around to collect catalogues on the
weekend of 18th October if anyone
wishes to place an order. You can of
course order from the catalogue until
early December but it is best to order
early to ensure stock is available and
avoid disappointment.

All proceeds to the New Village Hall !

Stonehaugh Millennium Playground

Wark Parish Council has now taken
over the responsibility of paying the
insurance premium on the playground.
This is a welcome move as the insur-
ance premium has been costing The
Greens in excess of £700 a year, money
which has to be raised by voluntary
means.

The Greens will continue to pay for the
annual inspection by ROSPA and ongo-
ing maintenance and repair.

Curry Night
Friday 3rd October

Quote “We had amazing support and raised a grand total of £106 for the Hal-
loween party. A special thank you goes to Stacey, Ant and Jan for donating
and preparing all the food.

The only down side to the night was the fact we ran out of curry and had to
turn people away. We promise to make more next time!”

Thanks to everyone for supporting this event.
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October 2008

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Schedule of Events

e 2nd October Stonehaugh Allot-
ments Society Meeting 8 pm

¢ 16th October Stonehaugh Vil-

7 2 3 4 5 lage Greens Meeting 8 pm. Every-
£A48 one welcome! Please come along
and discuss village matters!
e 22nd October_Parish Council
6 7 8 9 10 1 12 Meeting in Stonehaugh Social
Club 8pm
e 23rd October Making Christmas
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Cards. Embellishments and Peel
Greens offs.
o 30th October Making Christmas
20 27 29 23 24 25 26 Cards. 3D Decoupage

Parish Christmas
Meeting  Cards

® 31st October HALLOWEEN at the
Seetal Club, Be prepareé{ for Trick

27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Hallow-
Cards een

or Treat ](rom 6.30 prn'.

Halloween at the Secial Club

35t October

The trick or treat will start at 6.30
at the phone box. There will be B‘g 3!

,"f;"“, Prizes for best Pumpkin (no naked ,‘i"”,

flame) and best Costume, As well as
T2 the wseal buffet for the children, we

. <,

ZISN will alse be providing a Devilish Chilli 25
for the adults.

Villagers will receive flyers through the
door with all the details.

Hew to Protect Ba{)\.) From A Witch

Bring a bap of salted bread
To the pillow at his head.
Hang a wreath of garlic strong
By the cradle he lies on.
(Twelve flowers on each stem
For Christ’s good men of Bethlehem).
Dress the baby’s rocking bed
With the Rowan green and red.
(Wicked witch was never seen
By the Rowan’s red and green).
Bring the crystal water in,
Let the holy words begin,
And the priest or parson now,
Write a cross upon his brow!

Charles Causley
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Birthdays and Announcements

Daniel Wright

Congratulations Daniel on your A level
results. Now studying at University in
Newcastle! Well done!

Congratulations also to Sam on his
GCSE results!

Best Wishes go to Ryan Gibson follow-

Birthdays

Anthony Wright

Happy Birthday! 9 years old on the
9th October

Ant will be celebrating his Party in the
club on Friday 10" fun starts at 6.30.

Emma Jones (in Greece!)
Happy 23rd Birthday, 12th October

Round Dining Table

Seats 4 but extends to seat 6 or 8.

Ikea.
Beech wood.
Computer Table
4 feet long
Both free to take away.
Contact: Mick, 23 Kern Green

Leek Draw Winners

ing his recent health problems and also Tim Hyde
to Pauline Murfin who is awaiting ad- . July: Dave Harrison and
mission for a further operation to mend Belated Happy Blrthtday for 14th Au- Fiona Murray

and make her well again. gus

Good luck to both of you! Alice Hyde

Happy Birthday 2 years old on 8th
October
Christmas Crafts

New Official for

Stonehaugh
Allotment Society!

Mick Mallaburn was appointed
Media Consultant at the meeting
on 2nd October, and is to investi-
gate the possibility of the SAS
featuring in a TV Allotment
Makeover Programme! Ideas as to
the content and who to contact will
be gratefully received!

Just come along or contact Carol, 8 Middleburn End,

Making Christmas Cards

Stonehaugh Social Club

Thursday evenings in October and

November from 7:30 pm.

Session 1—Embellishments and
Peel offs

Session 2—3D Decoupage
Session 3— Rubber Stamping

Tel: 230074

e

&

GRACIES

A Spanish Dog Pooh Sign
Please pick up after your dog, day or
night, rain or shine!

Parish Meeting

A Parish Meeting is to take place in the Social Club on
Wednesday 22nd October at 8 PM

Items on the agenda so far include:- Stonehaugh Allotment Site, Bonfire Site,
Village Clean-up, Grass Cutting, Amenity Land in and around Stonehaugh, Back
Lane, Stonehaugh Newsletter.

Anyone wishing to have a item discussed can contact either Carol, 230074 or
Anne, 230860 for addition to the Agenda, or declare at the beginning of the meet-
ing that you have a concern/suggestion to be discussed under Any Other Busi-
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ness.

Other Council News

The Portaloo will be removed the end
of October. The Parish Council has
written to the Forestry Commission
requesting permission to place the
portaloo at the picnic site next sum-
mer season.

The Parish Council has also written to
Tynedale Council regarding the provi-
sion of brown wheelie bins for

garden waste.
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N Of Course we have all made sure that our pets” £

vaccinations are up to date but what about
neutering!

b

—

We all make sure that our pets worming, flea & tick treat-
ment and vaccinations are up to date but many pet owners
remain undecided or against the neutering of their pets. The
benefits of neutering are hugely beneficial to your pet, your-
self and the community. Through neutering, a number of
health problems are eliminated including several types of
cancer, which can be difficult and expensive to treat as well
as fatal.

Many people think it is beneficial to let their female pets
have “just one litter,” before they are spayed. This is a myth
and in fact medical evidence indicates that it’s anything but
beneficial. Animals do not get fat as a result of neutering.
Weight gain in any species occurs through overeating and
lack of exercise. Any ideas of a pet’s sexual identity and
ego being distorted due to neutering are purely projected
onto it by its owner. It does not affect your pet’s instincts or
hierarchy in the family. Its personality is formed by genetics
and background. However, a neutered pet does lose the
desire and desperation to find a mate, which makes it hap-
pier, more placid and much less likely to try and escape.

Un-neutered female dogs that do not have litters are at a
high risk of developing an infected uterus (pyometra). Indi-
vidual veterinary hospitals can deal with up to 10 cases of
this per week. It is common and widely unknown and can
happen to dogs as young as 4 or 5 years old. The operation
to remove an infected uterus is risky, traumatic and expen-
sive. The most common situation for this to occur is when
an owner remains undecided or unconcerned about neuter-
ing, perhaps they don’t feel they can afford the neutering

fee, time passes, and then they fear she is too old to have an
anaesthetic.

In six years, one female dog and her offspring can be the
source of 67,000 puppies.

In just seven years, one female cat and her young can pro-
duce 420,000 kittens.

Homing centres nationwide are always full and many per-
fectly homeable pets are destroyed in order to make room.
Aged and disabled animals are least likely to find new own-
ers so they are the first to go.

The boarding kennels at Gunnerton is also used as a rehom-
ing centre by the RSPCA and is the nearest establishment
for unwanted pets that need new homes. If you are looking
for a new pet | would urge you to look there first and try to
avoid “breeders” who tend to ignore any of the above infor-
mation in favour of producing pups and kittens as a money
making idea or simply as a hobby.

All pets homed from the RSPCA are fully vaccinated and
wormed. They are either already neutered or they are re-
homed with a free neutering voucher.

Val Cummings (local RSPCA rehoming officer) 01434
322232

RSPCA advice line 0300 1234 555 (office hours)

WWWw.rspca.org.uk
By Paul Craney

October in the Garden

RHS gardening Advice

Top Ten Jobs

e Clear up fallen autumn
leaves regularly

e Cut back perennials that have died down

e Divide herbaceous perennials and rhubarb
crowns

e Move tender plants, including aquatic
ones, into the greenhouse

e Plant out spring cabbages

e Harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts
e Prune climbing roses

e Order seeds for next year

e Last chance to mow lawns and trim
hedges in mild areas

e Renovate old lawns or create new grass
areas by laying turf

To find out more in detail log on to
http://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/months
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Stonehaugh Newsletter
8 Middle Burn End
Stonehaugh
NE48 3DY

Phone: 01434 230074

Email: carol.madsen@btinternet.com
Or just pop a note through my door for inclusion in
the newsletter

We want to
Inform Involve Include

Useful Contact Numbers

Wark Parish Councillors

What' s on _in

8th to 9th October

Anne Hutchinson Tel: 230680
Carol Madsen Tel: 230074

Christmas Festive Gift Fair, Belsay Hall

11th October

Greens Secretary
Brenda Murray: Tel 230447

Alwinton Border Shepherd’s Show

11th October

Social Club Secretary
Albert Alderson Tel: 230125

Hexham Farmer’s Market

11th to 19th October

Gardening/Leek Club Secretary
Carolyn Murray Tel: 230473

Haltwhistle Autumn Walking Festival

11th to 12th October

Members of the public are invited to
report problems with the following;-

Allendale Kite Festival

17th and 18th October

Potholes

Tel: 0808 10008910
Streetlight Failures

Tel: 0800 085 0029

With individual lamp number.

2nd Hexham Continental Market

18th October
Bardon Mill and Roman Empire
Conker Festival

12-5 pm

18th October
Spooky Crafts, Cherryburn Museum,
Stocksfield 1—4 pm

For more info. about what’s on, visit the
Tynedale Website.

Stonehaugh
Amenity Woodland

Garden Refuse

The Parish Council, who own the
amenity woodland at either end of the
village, has been approached by some
residents concerning the inappropri-
ate dumping of garden waste,
branches and other rubbish in the
woods particularly at the east end of
Kern Green. Nearby residents feel
that it is inconsiderate, unsightly and
distressing to those who take pride in
their own surroundings.

Organic waste does eventually break
down but in the short term decompos-
ing grass clippings attract flies and
smell in warm weather.

The provision of brown wheelie bins
for the disposal of green/garden refuse
has been suggested as a solution and
the Parish Council has written to Tyn-
edale Council regarding this.

At the other end of the village, at
Middleburn End please ensure that
any green, bio-degradable garden re-
fuse is spread thinly, well into the
woods, out of site and not deposited

on the paths, blocking access to this
delightful, broadleaved woodland.

Old Christmas trees take years to de-
grade so please take them to the bon-
fire or chop them up for firewood.

Fallen Branches and

Debris

An inspection of the amenity wood-
land revealed that there is a build up
of fallen branches and trees which are
in need of removal, or at least tidying
up.

It is hoped that an organised volunteer
clean up/woodland management day
can be arranged in the near future.

Older residents, children in days gone
by, can recollect spending the half-
term holidays gathering fallen
branches for the Guy Fawkes Bonfire!
(Hint, hint!)

Beat the Credit Crunch

Twigs collected from the woodland
floor make excellent kindling with
some old newspaper, for lighting the
fire and no need for firelighters! So
you are saving the cost of buying
firewood and firelighters while at the

same time helping the environment by
tidying up the wood and preventing
disease (carrying out a touch of
Woodland Management)!

The Bonfire Site

November 5th is not very far away
and it has been suggested that from
now on, clean garden refuse and tree
branches, clean wood etc. be left to
accumulate for the bonfire on Bonfire
Night rather than be set alight.

NB Please remember that the gov-
ernment recently introduced strict
legislation restricting what can and
can not be legally burned in the open
air. Contact Tynedale Council if in
doubt.

Grass Cutting

The grass on the Village Greens has
not been cut for a while, but this is
because of the water-logged state of
the ground. The contractor felt that it
would do more harm than good by
attempting grass cutting in the pre-
sent conditions. It is hoped to be able
to complete one more cut before the

Tynedal



