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Stonehaugh will enjoy the usual Tradi-
tional Easter Activities for the whole
family.

Come along to Easter Bingo on Thurs-
day 5th April at 8 pm and win your
Easter Eggs.

Good Friday, 6th April is the day to
bring along your entries for the competi-
tions which need to be taken to the so-
cial club between 1 pm and 2 pm.

The classes are as follows:
1 Easter Card

2 Decorated Egg

3 Egg Shell Picture

4, Dyed Egg (All ages)

5 Easter Cake (All Ages)

6 Mini Garden in a shoebox lid.

There will be no age related sections but
you are requested to put your age, if
under 16 (no name), on each entry so
that this can be taken into consideration
during judging.

Whilst judging is taking place the duck

race will entertain and cause hilarity
down at the Warksburn Picnic Site,
weather permitting. This involves pay-
ing a pound for your plastic duck with a
number on. The ducks are then re-
leased into the burn and the winner re-
ceives a prize. As you can imagine,
catching the ducks afterwards can be the
difficult bit! The number of races usu-
ally depends on demand.

(L)

-

Duck Race at the Warksburn Pic-
nic Site on Good Friday 6th April
2007. Meet at 2.30 pm down by
the bum. Entry £1 perduck!

Planned Inconvenience to go Ahead

The toilets at the picnic site are definitely not
re-opening this year, with the building even-
tually being dismantled and removed. After
speaking to an official for the Forestry Com-
mission at Bellingham this was confirmed.
Funding has been cut and apparently the visi-
tor numbers to Stonehaugh’s Warksburn Pic-
nic Site do not justify keeping the toilets
open. It was stated that if numbers do in-
crease in the future then the situation will be
looked at again. Obviously, even fewer visi-
tors will come when there are no facilities!

This is bad news for the visitors who do
come, especially the large family groups who
visit in summer and spend the whole day
enjoying their picnics by the burn. There
appears to have been very little consultation
or advance warning. There has certainly been
no Notice to the Public at the actual picnic
site, only a vague notice apologising for the
fact that the block is closed at the moment.

A small feature in the Courant (16.03.2007),
seemed to reflect a mood of resignation, be-
lieving that once a decision such as this has
been made there is no going back.

However, several people have expressed their
concern, for a variety of reasons at this deci-
sion and action includes a petition, a strongly
worded letter to the Forestry Commission, the
National Parks Authority and The Hexham
Courant. Anne Hutchinson from The Haining
and Judith Weir from Wark in their capacity
as Parish Councillors have promised to bring
these concerns to the attention of the relevant
bodies.

Our local MP Peter Atkinson and the Tourism
Development Manager for One Northeast,
Chris Little, have both been contacted, point-
ing out that it is absurd to be promoting the
region for tourism to help the rural economy
when essential visitor facilities are being with-
drawn. Both replied promptly and said they
would be writing to the Forestry Commission.

As a further cost-cutting measure there will be
a reduction in the area of cut grass at Warks-
burn. The uncut areas will be allowed to return
to wild water-meadow. It will be interesting to
see exactly where this water meadow will de-
velop and just how wild the picnic area will
become.
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15th April—Easter Egg

[
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 6th April—Good Friday

1 Easter Competitions and
Duck Race.

119th April- Greens Meet-

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 : I
Egsm Good Easter ing. All Welcome!.
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Easter 7126th April—Garden Club
Monday with monthly Leek/Garden
16 17 18 19 20 27 0 Club Draw.
Greens
8 pm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
St Garden
George’s Club
30

Events Reviewed

Pool Contest 17th March made up of foliage , strawberries and grapes but with no flow-

ers; and finally a posy in a wine glass.

8 games took place and the contest was
won by Mark French of Ladyhill. The flowers and arrangements were raffled at the end of the

session and all who attended went home with either an ar-

Rambler’s Tea rangement or a bunch of flowers. A couple of stay at home
76 Ramblers enjoyed tea and scones in the club, leaving the wives would have received a pleasant surprise too as a couple
village at about 6.15 pm in two coaches. of prizes were won by the men at the bar! Many thanks to

. Mary for her generosity and a very successful and enjoyable
Floral Art Display 29th March. evening..

The Gardening Club welcomed Mary Craw-
ford, a former resident of Stonehaugh who
now teaches vocational floristry at North
Tyneside, to demonstrate flower arranging.,
giving inspiration and ideas to the ten ladies
who attended..

Leek Club Draw for March

Tommy Hogg won the first prize of £30 in
March’s draw with Richard Murray winning the
second prize of £15.

Mary demonstrated how to assemble six
arrangements. These included a daffodil

tree in a clay pot, embellished with mini Little Shop of Horrors at tf

chocolate eggs and a chick; a selection of
tulips, spray chrysanthemums and roses Eleanor Mayhew from Stonehaugh was part of the cast when

arranged in a tin disguised with asparagus Tynedale Academy of Performing Arts displ.ayed their talents
spears; mange tout pea pods around a container with 5 red at the Queen’s Hall. The musical show received a very good
roses, a traditional basket arrangement with pink and white review in the Courant on Friday 9th March, so well done to
carnations, roses and freesia; a very striking arrangement Eleanor !
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April in the Garden RHS Advice

4

Kitchen Garden

q Control weeds in all areas. Hoe shallowly between
rows in dry weather.

q Chit and plant out second early potatoes in the first
half of the month and main crop in the second half.

q In the second half of the month sow marrows, cour-
gettes, pumpkins and squash in a heated green-
house.

Sow French beans and sweet corn under cloches.

Prevent frost damage to fruit blossom by covering
with fleece.

1 Apply general fertiliser and mulch beds and bor-
ders.

il Pot on root-bound container plants and top dress
others with fresh compost.

i Put supports in place for tall perennials.

i Damage to plants by Vine Weevil larvae will become

evident as plants start to wilt. On inspection the
roots will have been eaten. Apply chemical or bio-
logical control if the grubs are present. Young or
containerised plants are unlikely to recover. Dispose
of the infested plants and compost in your bin!

Shrubs

Flower Garden i Mulch rose and shrub beds with organic matter to
——— retain moisture during dry spells.
q Rem_ove tlred_wmter bedding and plants that did not T Encourage more flowers in climbing or rambler
survive the winter - -
roses by tying stems horizontally.
Divide Bamboo clumps and iris clumps. T Move everareen trees and shrubs.
Sow hardy annuals in-situ and hardy perennials in Lawns
trays. -
il Apply spring lawn feed with moss Killer.
Announcements and Advertisements
Happy % Wanted For Sale
Birthday Set of dining chairs _ _ _
Ladies Raleigh Bicycle
Nathan Hill, 6 years old Open to Offers
Contact -
on 20th April —
. p Anne Bulman lll | Contact
Daniel Murray, 16 years old 2 Middle Bum N Brenda
. End \ Murray
i 1]
on 27th Apl’ll Tel: 230624 @ 10 Middle
(Stay safe on your motorbike Dan) Burn End,

News from the Greens Meeting

Attendance was slightly up for March’s meeting, held on the
15th, the third Thursday of the month.

A donation of £25 from Gary Mayhew brought the bank bal-
ance total to £448.8.

Several issues were raised for discussion, including the village
clean-up planned for 6th May, forthcoming inspection of the
play area by ROSPA, and the Pirelli Rally scheduled for the
20th & 21st April.

Village Pantomime

Many residents will remember a few years ago, the highly
successful village pantomime which took place two years run-
ning. Residents from the village of all ages worked extremely

hard and had a great deal of fun rehearsing and eventually per-
forming the panto in the Social Club. With the opening of the
new club expected later this year it would be an ideal opportu-
nity to revive the Stonehaugh Village
Thespians. Watch this space for de-
tails!

Dogs Again!

Dog fouling was once again the sub-
ject of complaint at the meeting, found
this time on children's shoes and on the
open
front
gar-

Pick up that Poop!
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q Post Office at 2 Middle Burn Engd

Mrs. Anne Bulman Tel: 230624

Opening Hours Monday 9 am until 3 pm, Thursday 9 am until 3 pm.

SUPPORT YOUR POST OFFICE
AT
2 MIDDLE BURN END )l

Mobile Library

Junction of Middle Burn End/Kern Green Friday at 1 pm

Stonehaugh Village News and Information
8 Middle Burn End
Stonehaugh
NE48 3DY

Phone: 01434 230074
Email: CarolBMadsen@aol.com

Carolyn Murray , 10 Kern Green would
still like to hear from anyone regarding
Scalextric parts.
Tel: 230473
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E\Iery 11 Stonehaugh Chalet Park
Friday Is £30 per night Sleeps up to 7
Family Basic but comfortable accommodation
nght at Ideal for visiting fr(ijends and family of resi-
1
the Contact B ent;' M
ontact Brenda Murray,
Soclal : 4
11 Middle Burn End, Stonehaugh
Club

Concerned about a village matter? Write a letter and | will include it in
a letters section (like the Courant). You can reveal your identity or you
can sign it name and address withheld!

News and suggestions for articles of interest are also extremely wel-
come. Gardening advice is a regular feature but if you would like any
ot her

know!

Chalet to Let

Tel. 230447
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Stonehaugh Summer Festival

The Annual Stonehaugh Fair is to be renamed the Stone-
haugh Summer Festival and will take place on Sunday
August 26th., which is Bank Holiday weekend. The extent
of the festival and the range of activities will depend largely
on the cost of Public Liability Event Insurance which in
this age of blame and fault litigation is essential.

Invitation to The Wednesday Morning Club

All ladies in the village are invited to attend the recently
formed Wednesday Morning Club, currently being held
at Moira’s house 8 Kern Green. Tel: 230125 for details.
This get-together is held every Wednesday between 10
and 12. The club is still in its infancy but the ultimate
goal is to ‘get creative’. New members are very welcome
as are new suggestions and ideas.

Breast Cancer Race for Life

Anyone interested in raising awareness and funds by tak-
ing part in the 3 mile Race For Life at Carlisle on 7th July
is asked to contact Jill Murray at 5 Kern Green.

Changes to the Easter School Holidays

From 2008 The Easter School holidays will change. Most
local authorities with or without parental consultation, have

agreed to allocate the End of Spring Term Holidays to the
first two weeks of April. If Easter falls in March or at the
end of April then the Easter Weekend will miss the school
holiday. Apparently this is all to do with school tests and
examinations. When Easter is late there isn’t enough time
to prepare, and if it is early then there isn’t enough time to
fulfil the curriculum requirements preceding the Easter
break!

Village Clean-up Sunday 6th May

Brenda is looking to co-ordinate a

@) working party for the planned village

clean-up which involves the play-

ground and other shared areas. A RO-

3 SPA Inspection of the play area is due

‘% in June and several of last year’s rec-

@ ﬁ ommendations need to be addressed,

N—> @ll‘ including painting the fence, weeding,

cutting the grass and re-distributing the

gravel. A satisfactory ROSPA report is necessary to ensure
continued insurance cover., and safety for our children.

If you are willing and able to be involved in this, or other

clean-up activities planned that day please contact Brenda.
Murray, Tel: 230447

A skip will also be available for your non-compostable,



