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Into March
Already!

Here we are already
into March! Looking
at the calendar there
seems to be quite a
few dates to note.

The 1st March is St.
David’s Day, a day for
the Welsh to wear a
daffodil or a leek but-
tonhole!

The 17th March is St.
Patrick’s Day when
all things Irish can be
celebrated. Wear green
and a shamrock leaf
buttonhole for the Pool
Contest being held on
the same night!

Then on the 18th
March we have
Mothering Sunday.

21st March is the
Spring Equinox when
the hours of day and
night are equal and
officially the first day
of spring!

25th March, the
clocks go forward and
British Summertime
begins. Then we can
all enjoy longer eve-
nings to get out into
the garden before the
midgie onslaught in
late May and June!

There’s quite a lot to
do in the garden in
March. A few basics
are given on page 3,
but if you are keen to
know more visit the
RHS web site. On
page 4 there tips on

First Responders

starting composting if
you haven’t already.

The Gardening Club
on the 29th March
will feature a demon-
stration of flower ar-
ranging by Mary
Crawford, a former
resident of Stone-
haugh. This is an ex-
citing beginning to a
new season of Gar-
dening Club meetings!

Best Wishes go to
Steve Hill who was
admitted to hospital on
Sunday 25th February.
Here’s hoping for a
speedy recovery and
return to good health
for Steve after his re-
cent medical problems.

First Responders for
the North East Ambu-
lance Service, Anne
Bulman and Allison
Dennis of Stonehaugh
and Anne Scott of
Wark, have been

called to attend two
emergencies recently.
The first one in Janu-
ary was to a man in
Wark. The second
emergency was to an
unconscious woman in

Simonburn.  On both
occasions medical help
was already there, but
it is reassuring to
know that the First
Responders are close
at hand when needed.

the Soclial
Club until

Every
Friday Is
Family
Night at

Easter

Tynedale Academy of
Performing Arts
Presents

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
Queens Hall Arts Centre
Hexham
Friday Znd March at 7pm
Saturday 3rd March at Zpm and Bpm
Tickets 8 Concessions £7
(Thanks to Eleanor Mayhew for this information)
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Schedule of Events

e 15th March—Village
Greens Meeting. All wel-

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
come.
! 2 3 4 e 17th March - St. Patrick’s
St , Day Pool Night which is
David’s open to all adults.
Day
5 6 7 s 9 10 11 e 21st March —Ramblers
Association Annual Walk
and Tea in the Social Club.
Volunteers are needed
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 ?et""eer_‘ d3 'i’m a“g 6 pm
Village Pool Mother's © pEOVI ? 0 ca arg)l Scones
Greens Contest Day to about 70 ramblers.
¢ 29th March—Flower Ar-
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 ranging demo by Mary
Rambler’s Change Crawford with monthly
Tea Party Clock Leek/Garden Club Draw.
26 27 28 29 30 31
Flowers
by
Mary
Events Reviewed
Bird of Prey Display ] Visit Falconry Days Leek Club Draw

Held on the 31st Janu-
ary, this event was
well attended and very
much appreciated by
adults and children.
The five birds on dis-
play, included a Euro-
pean Eagle Owl, an
Australian Boobook
Owl, a Tawny Owl, a Peregrine Fal-
con and a hawk. There were even
flight displays inside the hall by the
Australian Boobook Owl and the
Hawk.

The Greens wish to thank Mark and
Mandy French, of Falconry Days,
Ladyhill Farm, for providing the
bird’s display free of charge and
making this special evening possible.
Funds raised for the Village Greens
reached the impressive amount of
£67.

¢," Website at
(\

www.falconrydays.com

St. Valentines Day

This was another very successful and
well attended evening. Eight couples
took part in the Mr and Mrs Contest
which was won by Albert and Moira
Alderson. For only £5 each, nineteen
people enjoyed a St. Valentine’s Night
meal prepared by Brenda Murray, of
beef in red wine sauce with a heart
shaped pastry topping, accompanied
by carrots, turnip and creamed pota-
toes; followed with strawberries and
marshmallows dipped in chocolate,

January’s draw was won
by Howard Madsen, 1st
prize of £30 and Cathy
Faichen won the 2nd prize
of £15.

The 1st prize of £30 in
February's draw was won by Annette
Wright, with Mark French of Ladyhill
winning 2nd prize, of £15.

e
Members Cup (-\ — /7
The members cup ‘\& )/‘
darts tournament N~
which took place s
on the 24th Febru- 'C-",
ary was won by ’
Ritchie Thirlwell —
from Wark. Congratulations to Ritchie

who grew up in Stonehaugh and still
plays in the Stonehaugh team.

Darts
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#\  March in the Garden RHS Gardening Advice

77

Kitchen Garden . Work from a plank of wood rather than treading on
. Chit early and main crop potatoes. wet soil
. Sow vegetable crops, parsley and other herbs ¢ Improve drainage of heavy soil by working in

coarse gravel and organic matter
. Sweet peppers, tomatoes and cucumbers can be

’ Trees, shrubs and hedge
planted in frost free greenhouse

. . . Finish planting bare-root deciduous hedging plants
. Plant shallots and onions. Raise leeks and trees, stake at time of planting
. Protect fruit blossom from frost with protective , This is the best month for planting roses in heavy

fleece soils
* Feed and mulch around fruit trees and bushes . Feed shrubs and hedges with granular feed such as
Flower Garden Growmore, and roses with a granular rose fertil-
iser when they come into growth

. Sow sweet pea seeds directly into the ground ) )

) . Prune late summer flowering shrubs, willow etc. but
. Plant summer flowering bulbs delay pruning spring flowering shrubs until after
. Divide hellebores after flowering flowering.

. . Lawns
. Divide hostas before they come into leaf
. . Apply spring/summer lawn fertiliser.

. Sow summer bedding plants under glass

Announcements and Advertisements

Chalet to Let
11 Stonehaugh Chalet Park

Flower Arranging
Stonehaugh Social Club

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

A demonstration of flower To £30 per night Sleepsup to 7
arranging Hannah Murray Basic but comfortable accommodation
by who was 6 on 21st February Ideal for visiting fr(ijends and family of resi-
ents!

Mary Crawford
29th March 2007
8 pm

Contact Brenda Murray,
11 Middle Burn End, Stonehaugh
Tel. 230447

Message from Village Greens
(Meeting on the 15th February)

The Village Greens wish to express their Village Greens have expressed concern All wood, can be burnt on the bonfire
appreciation to Jimmy Murray who spent about rubbish. This time, being dumped site, but please remove any metal, wire,
a good deal of time clearing the bonfire on common land behind the garages. Rats springs etc. which haven’t burnt, after-
site and area around the site of the new and other vermin are particularly attracted wards. There will be a skip provided in
club of rubbish and rubble, which had to places where humans live. Please don’t the coming weeks.

gradually built up over time reducing the encourage an invasion It has always been acceptable to spread
depth of the drainage ditches and blocking by depositing waste of grass clippings out of site in the woods
vehicular access. any kind behind the

opposite Middle Burn End, but anywhere
else and it looks unsightly, smells and is a
breeding ground for midgies when it starts
to decompose in warmer weather. It is not
something we want near to houses and
gardens. Drainage ditches for draining
waterlogged ground

Unburned, dan-
gerous and un-
sightly left-over
debris from bon-
fires was safely
buried.

Once again , the

garages and in the drain-
age ditches. The recent
issue by Tynedale Coun-
cil of large capacity
wheelie bins should be
more than adequate for Bag it!
disposal of all household waste.
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Stonehaugh Village News
8 Middle Burn End
Stonehaugh
NE48 3DY

Phone: 01434 230074
Email: CarolBMadsen@aol.com

In order to receive the newsletter by
email you will need Microsoft Publisher ®

to open the document.

At the present time | am unable to
convert the newsletter to PDF for

Acrobat Reader.

Wedre on
www.Stonehaugh.co

h

General Information

° Post Office at 2 Middle Burn End,

Mrs. Anne Bulman Tel: 230624

Opening Hours Monday 9 am until 3 pm, Thursday 9 am until 3 pm.

° Mobile Library

Junction of Middle Burn End/Kern Green Friday at 1 pm

° Greends

:Secretary

Brenda Murray, 11 Middle Burn End, Tel: 230447

Social Club Secretary:

Albert Alderson, 8 Kern Green, Tel: 230125

° Gardening Club Secretary

Carolyn Murray, 10 Kern Green, Tel: 230473

Concern?éj about a village matter? Write a letter and | will include it in

€ a Ié’t\{e?s section (like the Courant). You can reveal your identity or you

can sign it name and address withheld! Suggestions for news or articles
of interest are also extremely welcome.

Creating a Compost Heap

Monty
I't certainly i

Don

says
mproves

6garden
t he

compost is
soi l and

gol d
that 6s

The site and Container

An earth base under a compost heap
allows drainage and access to soil
organisms. An open heap of organic
matter piled into a corner of the gar-
den will decompose slowly and pro-
duce compost eventually. However in
Stonehaugh it can become a breeding
ground for midgies!

A bin will help insulate the heap, pre-
vent the organic matter being blown
around the garden and accelerate the
process of decomposition. There is a
wide range of containers available all
of which will help produce compost.
Better quality compost is usually pro-
duced more quickly from larger initial
volumes of waste. A good size to aim
for is 1 cubic m (1.3 cubic yd).

What to Compost

The most important aspect of com-
posting is the raw materials. Aim for

between 25% and 50% soft green ni-
trogen-rich materials (e.g. grass clip-
pings, annual weeds, vegetable
kitchen waste, or manure). The re-
mainder is made up of woody 'brown'
carbon-rich material (e.g. prunings,
wood chippings, paper, cardboard,
straw or dead leaves).

Most materials of organic origin will
decompose eventually, including cit-
rus, rhubarb and the clippings of coni-
fer, ivy, walnut, laurel and yew.
Woody material will decompose more
quickly if it is shredded first. Impor-
tantly remember not to let any one
material dominate the heap - espe-
cially grass clippings.

Avoid diseased plants, perennial
weeds, weeds and mowings where
weed killers have been used, weed
seed heads, meat, fish and cooked
food scraps and cat, dog or other pet
waste, such as bedding from rabbit
hutches as this will attract vermin.

Bag this up and dispose of in your
wheelie bin.

Compost can be turned periodically to
introduce air (aerobic composting).
Household waste tends to be added in
small amounts and easily becomes
compacted. Aerobic compost breaks
down quickly and generates warmth
killing some weeds, seeds and dis-
eases. Without air the process is
slower, cool and termed anaerobic.
The end result is usable, but aero-
bic compost is preferred.

Composting woody waste

Over winter it is possible to collect a
stockpile of woody prunings. The
ideal way to deal with this is to shred
it and add it to the compost heap.
However, to create the traditional ‘hot
heap’ you also need similar volumes
of soft green material or grass clip-

pings.
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