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The villages

Wark is a delightful village on the banks of the North Tyne. The village green
is dominated by a chestnut planted in 1887 to celebrate Queen Victoria’'s
golden jubilee. The town hall was built 1875, and the bridge over the North
Tyne constructed in 1878. In the middle ages, Wark was the seat of the
“Lordships of Tynedale” and a motte and bailey castle dominated the village.
From 1150 to 1295 the Scottish kings held court in Wark as the village was
then part of Scotland. The Lordship remained in royal hands until 1604. The
Lordship is now held by the Duke of Northumberland.

Birtley stands on a ridge over the North Tyne valley. The place name means
“bright clearing” derived from the old-English word “beorht”. The remains of
several British camps encircle the village indicating the area has been
settled since the iron age. Birtley Hall occupies the site of the old castle. On
the opposite side of the road stands the 12th-century church of St Giles.

Bellingham is a small market town, and is said to be sited on a Roman
station. St Cuthbert’s church was consecrated in 1180 and is unique in
having an arched stone roof in response to the repeated burnings of its
former wooden roof by border raiders. “Cuddy’s Well” is said to have been
used by St Cuthbert for baptisms, and to retain miraculous healing powers.
Hareshaw Linn, a waterfall hidden in a wooded glen, is a short walk from
the village centre.

Stonehaugh is a former logging village built by the Forestry Commission in
1957. The Pennine Way passes through the village, as does the Pennine
Cycleway . By the Warks Burn is an attractive picnic spot, with tables
and “totem” poles created by a local artist. The “Long Drop” is well worth a
visit, and is reputed to be the most spectacular “netty” (outside toilet) in
Northumberland. The long drop refers to the drop to the Warks Burn below!

Buteland Farm, near Birtley Stonehaugh
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Places of interest

Chipchase Castle. Built between 1370
and 1390. A fine, medieval tower
house. By 1541 a house had been
added to the tower, and later (1621) a
Jacobean manor house. Still a family
home, Chipchase is open to the public
during June.

Chipchase Castle

Haughton Castle. The tower house at Haughton was extended and
fortified in 1373, but by the 16th-century had fallen into disrepair. In
1816 work began to transform the castle into a gentrified country
residence, which involved demolishing of the village of Haughton to
make way for a country park. The castle is reputed to be haunted by
‘Archie’, a notorious clan chieftain. He
was imprisoned in the dungeon by the
Swinburn’s who neglected to leave
instructions to feed the prisoner. Some
days later Armstrong was found dead,
having in desperation gnawed the flesh
from his own arm.

St Aidan Church, Thockrington. 13th-

century. Restored in 1876. Haughton Castle rom Barrasford, by

. . the river North Tyne
Bellingham Heritage Centre. The

Heritage Centre preserves and displays
the heritage of the North Tyne and
Redesdale area of Northumberland.
Open Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun, and Mon, 10.30
am to 4.30 pm, Easter to mid-October.

Northumberland National Park stretches |«
from Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site '
on its southern boundary to the Cheviot
Hills and the Scottish border in the
north. Find out more at
www.northumberland-national-park.org.uk

- _ B
St Aidan Church, Thockrington
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